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Dayton Christian Homeschool 

Independent Study Application  
 

Section 1  Contact Information 

 

Student Name:        Grade:         

Home Address:           

Student e-mail:  Student Cell:         

Parent(s) Name:               

Home/Parent Phone:  Parent e-mail:    

 

Section 2                            

Proposed Course Title:                         

Teacher of Record/Academic Advisor/Professor:                                                                                                

 

Has the Teacher of Record /Academic Advisor collaborated with you in this application process?  

Yes_______ No_______ 

 

DC Faculty Signature:                                                                                                                                 

 

Term of Study:   Summer_____ Fall_____ Spring _____  Full Academic Year_____ 

 

Start Date is no earlier than one week prior to the official start date of that term for the school year.  End date is lo 

later than the last day of that term.   

 

Credits and Grading  Credit to be received for course:    0.5 _____      1.0 _____ 

 

Grading:  Letter Grade _____   Pass/Fail  _____ 

Submission Deadlines for Independent Study Application 

For coursework to be completed during 1st semester or for the whole year: The application must be submitted to the 

Homeschool office no later than 10 days before the first day of the school year. 

For coursework to be completed during J-Term or the 2nd semester: The application must be submitted to the student’s 

school office no later than 10 days before the last day of last day of the first semester. 

For coursework to be during the Summer Term: The application must be submitted to the student’s school office no later than 

10 days before the last day of the 4th quarter. 

 

Administrative Section: Please leave this section blank. Administrative use only. 

Course Proposal 

Received in office by: Date: Signature: _ 

Academic Review Committee: Date: Signature:    

Approved_____   Denied_____With modification recommendations. Resubmit by   _ 

Resubmission to Academic Review: Date: Signature:    

Approved_____   Denied_____With modification recommendations. Resubmit by   _ 
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Independent Study Enrollment Plan 
 

Students having an IEP, 504 or Intervention/Accommodations are responsible for informing the course provider of 

their accommodation status. 

 

For the remainder of this section, attach a typed document that responds to the numbered instructions. 

1. Why are you interested in completing an Independent Credit and what do you hope to accomplish 

(personal & academic goals)? 

2. Explain how this course will be of greater benefit to you than the current, traditional coursework offered at 

DCHS? 

3. What insights might this course provide regarding lessons of worldview that you will be addressing in your 

Biblical integration paper? See Biblical Integration attachment located in Appendix C. 

4. Detail what prerequisite knowledge or skills are required to begin this course and explain how they have 

been fulfilled. See course catalogue, if necessary. 

5. List the course topics to be covered. What content or body of knowledge will you cover with this course? 

6. List clearly stated objectives that you will master with this course. 

7. List the Ohio Academic Content Standards you will master with this course. ( See Appendix A)  

8. List & explain how the teacher of record will assess your mastery of the objectives and content standards 

for this course. 

 

Statement of Understanding for this Independent Study Plan 

1. Responsibility for completion of this Independent Credit course rests entirely upon the student. 

2. All Independent Credit courses are subject to the same drop/add policies as traditional courses. Students 

may not transition into a traditional, classroom course after the drop/add period. 

3. You must obtain a qualified DCS teacher to supervise and be named as your teacher of record for an 

Independent Study. 

4. If applicable, students must have completed any prerequisite coursework to begin an Independent Credit 

Course. 

5. Tuition fees are associated with a student created Independent Study to provide compensation for the 

teacher of record. The course fee is $200.00 and is refundable should the plan not be approved. 

Independent Credit Enrollment fees through providers other than DCS will be discussed with your high 

school office. 

6. All Independent Credit course grades will be entered on a student’s transcript record. After the start date, 

an independent credit course cannot be removed from the transcript even if a student abandons the 

coursework after the Drop/Add period. 

7. This Independent Credit course is subject to the Drop/Add grading policies as all traditional coursework. 

See course catalogue for W, WF, or WP transcript designations. 

8. All coursework for this Independent Credit course must occur within the designated start date and end 

date. There will be no recognition of coursework accomplished outside of the designated term of 

completion. Approval for all Independent Studies must be obtained before any work can commence. 

9. Independent credit courses cannot be titled Advanced Placement (AP) and receive honors credit unless 

accomplished through an accredited AP provider. Courses from a university will receive an honors GPA 

bump. 

10. Independent Study courses may impact a student athlete’s collegiate eligibility. See the NCAA 

Clearinghouse position statement in Appendix B. 

11. End of quarter progress reports must be submitted for an Independent Credit option course to count 

towards athletic eligibility requirements. 

12. DCHS student handbook policies apply to all Independent Credit courses. 
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13.  DCS is not responsible for any costs incurred from a student’s participation in an independent study 

experience. 

Student Signature:                                                                          Date:  

Parent Signature:                                             Date:    

 

Submit this completed application to your school with the required documents attached. 

 

The tuition fee for an Independent Study will be refunded should the proposal be denied. Fee is due at the time 

paperwork is submitted for approval 
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Appendix A  

Learning Standards 

This document will provide guidance in listing the Ohio Academic Content Standards (Ohio’s New Learning 

Standards) you will master with this course which you are creating for your Independent Study. 

 

Academic Content Standards describe the knowledge and skills that students should attain, often called the 

what of what students should know and be able to do. They indicate the ways of thinking, working, 

communicating, reasoning and investigating, and important and enduring ideas, concepts, issues, dilemmas, 

and knowledge essential to the discipline. 

 

In an attempt to have all students pursue a level of academic excellence with all Independent Study plans, 

each plan must include a clear connection to the Ohio Department of Education Academic Content 

Standards for the appropriate discipline. 

 

Please go to the state website (http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-s-New-Learning-Standards/Ohios-New-

Learning 

-Standards) and scroll down to the heading “Adopted Standards” to find these content standards. Determine 

the appropriate discipline and proceed to investigate which standards meet the goals of the content of the 

course. 

 

 

 

Appendix B  

NCAA Clearinghouse Position Statement 

Student athletes intending to participate in NCAA Division 1 or 2 athletics after high school may need to reflect 

on whether or not they should take core courses via a “nontraditional” credit flexibility means such as an 

CCP/Dual Enrollment, online course or an Independent Study. See the statement below from the Ohio 

Department of Education. 

 

NCAA interpretation of “nontraditional coursework” 

 

Recent information sent to schools from the NCAA Eligibility Center regarding prospective Division I student-

athletes and coursework taken in nontraditional classroom settings may impact school district Credit Flexibility 

Plans. Specifically, schools are advised to counsel prospective Division I student-athletes not to utilize the “test 

out option” of Credit Flexibility and to be certain that any coursework earned via Credit Flexibility be 

comparable in length, content and rigor as credits earned in a traditional classroom setting. The course must 

also be four-year college-preparatory in nature and have a defined time period for completion. 

 

Although the design of the Credit Flexibility Policy calls for including those credits on the student transcript in the 

same manner as credits earned via traditional classroom settings, the NCAA requires that any credits earned 

through nontraditional ways (i.e. distance learning, online, credit recovery, etc.) must be so designated on the 

transcripts of potential Division I student athletes. Schools should note on student transcripts submitted to the 

NCAA for review which course credits were earned through nontraditional ways or attach an addendum to the 

student transcript explaining that. The designation of credits on the transcript applies only for NCAA purposes. If 

in doubt, contact the NCAA at www.eligibilitycenter.org for specific advice on this issue. 

 

This will apply to all student-athletes entering a Division I NCAA college or university on or after August 1, 2010.  

 

  

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-s-New-Learning-Standards/Ohios-New-Learning-Standards
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-s-New-Learning-Standards/Ohios-New-Learning-Standards
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-s-New-Learning-Standards/Ohios-New-Learning-Standards
http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
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Appendix C 

 Guidelines for Biblical Integration Paper 

 

Below are the guidelines for the Biblical Integration paper required with the Independent Study. 

 
Purpose: 

Dayton Christian School System is to partner with responsible Christian families and their churches to assist them in 

helping young people to find and live out God’s purpose in their lives, we place value in viewing every area of 

life from God’s point of view. We believe that in the fabric of the mature Christian life a biblical worldview 

should be integrally woven. The skill of looking at experiences and opportunities from a Christian Worldview is a 

vitally important component of biblical wisdom. The objective of this paper is as follows: The student will 

demonstrate to DCS that he or she has fully integrated a biblical worldview throughout the body of knowledge 

and/or set of skills presented in the course for which the student is seeking credit. 

 
What is Biblical Worldview Integration? 

Every field of study includes scholarship from a secular perspective. Sometimes this scholarship complements 

Christian beliefs; other times it contradicts them. The goal is the development of a life-long strategy for 

integrating faith and learning so that the student develops a coherent biblical worldview. 

 

Viewing a subject from a biblical worldview does not mean finding a verse about some aspect of the subject. It 

means seeing the entire subject from a biblical vantage point. When we look at any aspect of art or science 

through biblical lenses, truth is focused and clear. 

 
Task: 

Compose a two to three-page essay which demonstrates a biblical perspective on the subject or coursework 

you are completing for credit flexibility. 

 
Content: 

At least five fully-supported paragraphs will be required for this essay. Paragraph one would include an 

engaging introductory lead and a thesis statement that will provide a natural organization for the paragraphs 

that follow. Paragraphs two through four should include discussion or argument to support the thesis of the 

essay. Each paragraph should include sufficient support. Ideas should flow naturally employing effective writing 

techniques. Support could include facts, personal anecdotes, scriptural support, expert quotes, personal 

research, or a combination of these. 

 

Scholarship from secular and/or Christian sources would be normal in a paper like this. Also, the writer should be 

concerned about possible refutations of his or her views and should address these. The final paragraph should 

be a strongly worded conclusion that restates the thesis and demonstrates to the reader that the writer has fully 

satisfied the objective of the assignment. 

 
Style: 

 Papers should be typed, double-spaced, normal margins, normal font. The paper should be no more 

than three pages in length. 

 A title page should be present. 
 A works cited page should be included to document all sources. 

 APA/MLA format should be used with parenthetical documentation within the paper. Pictures and 

diagrams are welcome, but should not be used to “pad” the paper. 

 
Guiding Questions: 

Do not simply answer the questions in an enumerated fashion. This list presents ideas to spur your thinking about 

worldview. 

 

1. What have you found affirming about your faith in this study/class. 

2. What has challenged your faith in this study/class? 

3. How have you personally addressed those challenges? 

4. What does this subject reveal about creation? 
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5. How does this study/course show the sustaining power of God? 
6. How does this study/course tie into the creation-fall-redemption plan of God? 

7. Is the cultural mandate relevant do this course or study? How? 

8. What aspects of God’s character are visible in this subject? 

9. What aspects of mankind’s nature are revealed in this class? 

10. How does this class/study show moral order? 
11. Discuss the moral standards at play in this course. 
12. What does this study/course show about the principle of sowing and reaping or cause/effect nature of 
reality? 

13. Does this course reveal the linear course of past, present, future? How? 

14. Discuss issues presented in this course from the perspective of the will of God. 

15. What does this study show about purpose or destiny? 

16. How does the great commission relate to this study?



7 
 

Biblical Integration Rubric 

Content 

and Ideas 

 

 

 

 

  /30 

23-30 
15-22 C 

continued… 

 

Biblical 

Integration Paper 

Rubric 
 

7-14 1-6 0 

Writer has an 

excellent, well-

reasoned grasp of 

Christian worldview 

relative to his 

subject. Excel- lent 

ideas and top 

quality details 

present throughout. 

Strong 

argumentation and 

copious supportive 

details, including 

research from 

scholars in the field. 

Writer presents 

adequate grasp 

of Chris- tian 

worldview 

relative to his 

subject. Good 

Ideas are 

presented but 

some are less 

than fully 

relevant. More 

support and/or 

research is 

needed to fully 

develop or 

prove the thesis. 

Writer has a 

generally sound 

grasp of Chris- 

tian worldview 

but more thought 

is needed to fully 

develop his/her 

ideas. Support is 

at- tempted but 

presents more 

general 

statements than 

illustrative details. 

Little research 

appears. 

Ideas are 

reductive and 

limited. 

Writer has a weak 

grasp of Christian 

worldview relative 

to his or her 

subject. 

Support is weak or 

repetitive or 

reductive. 

Thoughts appear 

dis- connected, 

incomplete, or 

random. 

No grasp of 

Chris- tian 

worldview 

evident. Very 

poor 

presentation of 

ideas. The writer 

has not made 

an attempt to 

support the 

central thesis of 

the essay. 

Organizati
on 
 

 

 

  /10 

8-10 5-7 3-4 1-2 0 

Inviting introduction 

with effective lead 

and excel- lent 

thesis that provides 

a road map for the 

rest of the essay. 

Thoughtful topic 

sentences and 

transitions appear. 

Introduction is 

good, but does 

not present an 

effective lead to 

the thesis. Thesis 

is present, but 

not effectively 

presented. 

At least some 

para- graphs 

have weak 

topic sentences 

and/or 

transitions. 

Introduction is 

poor and 

appears to lack 

careful planning. 

Thesis is vague or 

poorly reasoned. 

Paragraphs seem 

to lack 

coherence and 

transitions are not 

present in the 

composition 

Introduction 

and/or thesis 

statement are 

absent and there 

seems to be a 

weak 

organization to 

the essay. 

Paragraphs lack 

unity and 

coherence. 

Little or no 

organization 

evident in the 

essay. 

Voice 

 

 

 

  /10 

8-10 5-7 3-4 1-2 0 

A very strong 
commit- 

Commitment to 
the 

Voice is present, 
but 

Voice is weak. 
Writer 

Little or no voice 
is ment to the topic is 

evi- 
topic present. 
Writer 

lacking in full 
com- 

seems to be 
unaware of 

present. Writer is 
dent. Writer 
connects to 

seems aware of 
audi- 

mitment. Writer 
seems 

his audience. 
There 

unaware of 
audience. the audience and 

appears 
ence.  
Commitment to 

to be aware of 
the 

appears to be 
only 

Lack of details 
and passionate. Very 

strong 
the topic is 
strong. 

audience at 
times, but 

minimal 
commitment 

content reveal 
a poor commitment is 

evident in 
in other places 
seems to 

to the topic commitment. 
the research, risks, 
and 

be writing without 
full details the writer 

uses. 
commitment. 

Word 

Choice 

 

 

  /10 

8-10 5-7 3-4 1-2 0 

Words are specific, 

well- chosen, and 

accurate. 

Striking words and 

phrases are used. 

Verb choices and 

modifiers show 

careful, concise 

writing skills. 

Words are good. 

Verbs and 

modifiers are 

well chosen. 

Very few errors in 

word choice 

appear. 

Words are 

adequate and 

correct in a 

general sense.  

Passive verbs, 

mundane 

modifiers appear.  

A few poor word 

choices appear. 

Words are non-

specific or reveal 

limited 

vocabulary.  

Language seems 

lifeless at times. 

Jargon, slang, or 

redundancy 

depreciate the 

writing 

Very poor word 

choice evident. 

Numerous 

instances of 

poor word 

choices 

including 

overuse of I and 

you. Misused 

parts of speech 

appear. 

Sentence 

Fluency 

 

 

  /10 

8-10 5-7 3-4 1-2 0 

Sentences 

evidence careful, 

precise thinking. 

Sentence length 

and types have 

variety.  

Connective- ness 

and purpose are 

revealed through 

careful, mature 

sentence structure. 

Sentences are 

good and reveal 

well thought out 

ideas. Sentences 

have some 

variety, but some 

are immature in 

their expression. 

Sentences get 

the job done in a 

routine fashion. 

Sentences are of 

similar length. 

Only a few 

sentences are 

awkward, 

choppy or 

incorrect. 

Sentences lack 

variety and 

maturity. Several 

instances of 

awkward- ness 

and incorrectness 

distract from the 

message of the 

paper at times. 

Sentences are 

sloppily or 

immaturely 

presented. 

Numerous errors 

appear. Conventio
ns 

 

  /10 

8-10 5-7 3-4 1-2 0 

Spelling, 

punctuation, 

capitalization, 

MLA/APA and 

grammar are 

perfect and well 

controlled. 

One to two 
errors. 

Three to four 
errors 

Five to ten errors. Errors are 

numerous and 

distracting. 

 

  /80 

 

Total 

 

Comments: 


