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W  elcome to the 2013-2014 
Frank M. Tait Foundation 
Discovery Series at the 

Victoria Theatre. Young and old 
alike have been charmed by Eric 
Carle’s books since his work fi rst was 
seen in 1967 in Brown Bear, Brown 
Bear, What Do You See? Since then, 
he has written and illustrated over 
70 books! We are excited to bring 
one of his most famous books to 
the Victoria stage! I hope you use 
the material and exercises here 
to explore the many ways a “page 
to stage” experience can open up 
learning opportunities.  And don’t 
forget to take advantage of the local 
resources inside this resource guide 
to extend the experience and make 
curricular connections from which 
your students will benefi t. Thank 
you again and welcome!”

Gary Minyard
Director of 

Education & Engagement

You will fi nd these 
icons listed in the resource 
guide next to the activities 
that indicate curricular 
connections. Teachers and 
parents are encouraged to 
adapt all of the activities 
included in an appropriate 
way for your students’ 
age and abilities. 
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The Creative Team
Eric Carle: Writer

Jim Morrow: Director/Production Designer

Steven Naylor: Composer

Deborah MacLean: Production Manager

Sarah Jane Hart: Head Seamstress

Jonathan Ford: Shop Manager

Samantha Bissix: Scenic Painter

Mermaid Theatre of Nova Scotia presents



THE VERY HUNGRY CATERPILLAR AND OTHER ERIC CARLE FAVOURITES includes the story of 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar’s metamorphosis into a beautiful butterfly; the fanciful account of Little 
Cloud’s travels through the sky; and The Mixed-Up Chameleon’s discovery of his own unique nature. 
The triple-bill show incorporates evocative original music by Nova Scotian composer Steven Naylor, 
and innovative “black light” staging techniques which highlight Morrow’s stunning puppets and 
props. The work follows closely the books from which they are adapted, providing a new generation 
with a seamless entry into the world of theatre and music.

Eric Carle Spotlight
Eric Carle, internationally acclaimed author and designer, has written and illustrated more than sev-
enty books for young children. Born in New York, he spent his youth in Germany where he studied 
fine art in Stuttgart prior to returning to the United States in 1952 to work as a graphic designer for 
The New York Times, and later as art director of an international advertising agency. His delightful 
books, which combine stunning collage artwork with an imaginative approach to learning, have 
sold more than 100 million copies worldwide. Eric Carle maintains a studio in Northampton, Mas-
sachusetts.

Synopsis
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SETTING THE STAGE
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PRE-SHOW
 ACTIVITIES

Pre-Show Questions

Discussion Questions
1. You may want to read the three books featured in this performance and review the characters 
with your students. 

2. Discuss types of butterflies. In the story, a caterpillar turns into a butterfly. What kinds of colors 
do you find on a butterfly? Do butterflies migrate? Do caterpillars or butterflies ever act like hu-
mans? Do they ever act like another kind of animal? 

3. This production is performed with “black light” puppetry. Have a discussion with your students 
about what that looks like. Have they ever seen something “glowing?” Can you provide an example 
to your students? Hint: Have your students wear bright colors to school. Rig a lamp with a black 
light bulb and explore which colors seem to glow and which ones don’t. 

Cultural Connections
ACTIVITY

Foreign Language Word Wall - Eric Carle’s books have been translated into over 50 
languages. Have your students choose a favorite image or word from his books, define it, and 
then translate it into another language. Your student should then illustrate this word. Once 
you have a classroom full of pictures, hang up this new illustrated “dictionary” on the wall. 
For an extended activity, have your students translate words into several different languages, 
connecting those words to other core subjects like Math and Science. Hint: Many words we 
use in English are the same in other languages.
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A Very Fun Puppet Activity
When I read this book (the hardbound edition) to my 3 year old, 5 years ago, my child loved poking the 
little holes with his fingers and play finger “peek-a-boo”. It then gave me the idea to get a piece of red 
fabric, stuffing, and needle and thread. I immediately sew it into a caterpillar like the one in the book and 
gave two little black eyes. With that we had a playful caterpillar which went thru the holes of each fruit. We 
also play hide-and-seek and peek-a-boo as the plush caterpillar went thru the holes. This toy gave us hours 
of story play. 

-Submitted by Faye Kirchhoff
Life Cycles of the Butterfly for Young Students
I read The Very Hungry Caterpillar and use body movements to teach young children the life cycles of the 
butterfly.

1. Egg: Have the children grab their ankles, bend down, and round their body like the shape of an egg.
2. Larva: Squirm like a worm.
3. Pupa: Crawl into a sleeping bag (large pillowcases, leap frog bags) with colorful kerchiefs inside.
4. Butterfly: Children pop out of the bag swaying their colorful kerchiefs behind them.

  Following this, we usually watch The Very Hungry Caterpillar video. 
-Submitted by Mush11301994@aol.com

VICTORIA THEATRE ASSOCIATION 2013-2014 Season Resource Guide 4

PRE-SHOW
 ACTIVITIES

The Very Hungry  
Caterpillar Activities 
The following pages of exercises, activities and ideas were submitted by a variety of teachers and parents for use in the  
classroom with Eric Carle’s book THE VERY HUNGRY CATERPILLAR. Adapt them to suit your own needs, or your student’s 
level of interest and experience.

LANGUAGE
ARTS

ENGLISH/
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A Very Happy Birthday
We decided to use the theme of one of our favorite books, The Very Hungry Caterpillar, for my son’s 
1st birthday. We invited friends and family to a picnic to celebrate our own “Very Hungry Caterpillar” 
turning into a beautiful “1-year-old” (written inside of a butterfly drawing). We served a fruit salad 
(like the recipe on your caterpillar exchange) and the foods eaten by the Very Hungry Caterpillar at 
our picnic. We had a caterpillar piñata, games catching tissue paper butterflies, and the cake was a 
long cupcake caterpillar weaving throughout the picnic buffet!

-Submitted by Karen G. Johnson
Help With Sounds and Words
I am teaching in a kindergarten class and we are learning beginning sounds. To help the children 
learn the letter and sound of “Cc” I had the students make a class caterpillar after reading The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar. I made a circle of green paper and had each of the students draw a picture of 
something that begins with the letter “Cc.” Each of the circles represented a piece of the caterpillar’s 
body. I told students that our caterpillar was very hungry and needed lots to eat. I made the face 
using a paper circle with wiggly eyes and pipe cleaners as antennae. This was a great way to assess 
whether students could correctly pull up “Cc” words. The students really loved seeing their caterpillar 
displayed in the hall with their “Cc” words. 

-Submitted by Jaime Stewart
Collages
After reading the book The Very Hungry Caterpillar, my first grade class discussed the concept of 
collages, and then the students made their own collages. They glued pieces of fabric, string, tissue 
paper, construction paper, and clips from magazines to create a butterfly. We mounted each collage 
on a solid piece of construction paper. 

-Submitted by R. Hoon
Life Cycles for Older Students
I teach 3rd grade and use The Very Hungry Caterpillar when teaching about life cycles. I first read the 
story and then go through each of the stages of a butterfly’s life cycle with my students: 1) Egg 2) 
Caterpillar (Larva) 3) Pupa (Inside of the cocoon) and 4) Adult Butterfly. I give my students a circular 
piece of construction paper divided into four parts. They use yarn, Q-tips, tissue paper, and scraps 
of construction paper to make a 3D collage of a butterfly’s life cycle. The kids love it and they never 
forget the life cycle of a butterfly! 

-Submitted by Shanon Lutz

PRE-SHOW
 ACTIVITIES

The Very Hungry  
Caterpillar Activities LANGUAGE

ARTS

ENGLISH/
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DURING THE PERFORM
ANCE
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Little Cloud Activities LANGUAGE
ARTS

ENGLISH/

The following pages of exercises, activities and ideas were submitted by a variety of teachers and parents for use 
in the classroom with Eric Carle’s book LITTLE CLOUD. Adapt them to suit your own needs, or your student’s level of 
interest and experience. 

Clouds in the Sky Activity
After reading Little Cloud to my first graders, we went outside to look at the clouds. The children 
brought out paper and wrote what they thought the clouds looked like. When we came back inside, 
the children chose their favorite shape for a cloud and designed it out of cotton balls. They glued their 
cloud design on light blue construction paper and wrote the name of their cloud picture on the bot-
tom with white crayon. The students really loved this activity!  

-Submitted by Lisa Johnson
Unique Shapes
After reading this story with my kindergarten class, I use my small group time to make unique cloud 
pictures. I begin by giving my students a dark or light blue piece of paper. We fold the paper in half, 
crease it, and then open the paper back to its full size. The students place a small spoonful of thick 
white paint on the crease and fold the paper again. Students use their hands to spread the paint 
around inside of the paper. When they open the paper, each has a very unique cloud. The caption 
reads “It looked like ____.” Unique designs are guaranteed each time!! 

-Submitted by Michelle Miget 
Weather Week
During our weather week in kindergarten, we read Little Cloud in one of our small groups. After 
reading the book, we imagine what else Little Cloud could turn into. I give each child a sheet of tissue 
paper (using colors such as turquoise and blue works best), and then I have them paint the tissue 
with white paint. We use the wrong end of the brush (just as Eric Carle does in the Picture Writer 
video) to make swirls and lines in our white paint. While our white cloud paintings are drying, we go 
outside and look at the clouds in the sky and imagine what our cloud will look like. When the tissue 
paper is dry, the children cut out their cloud shape and glue it onto a blue piece of construction paper. 
I then give out blue crayons so that they can add some details to their clouds. 

-Submitted by Jen Ware 
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PERFORM
ANCE CONNECTIONS

Little Cloud Activities LANGUAGE
ARTS

ENGLISH/

Science and Clouds
Recently, during a science unit on clouds, I used Little Cloud in my art center. I had my third grade students 
read the book Little Cloud. After reading the book, I asked each student to create a cloud out of blue and 
white paint. The results were wonderful. Each student created a unique cloud of their own. Have your 
students create various types of clouds for the exercise.

-Submitted by Diane Ward
What Else Will Little Cloud Turn Into?
After reading the story, my class sponge-painted white paint on small pieces of blue construction paper. 
After the paint dried, we cut out the shapes of things that Little Cloud could turn into (e.g. a school bus). 
We then glued the white cloudy shape onto another piece of blue construction paper. Each student wrote 
about his or her cloud creations on white paper. This is a great bulletin board idea! 

-Submitted by Megan Cirrincione
Mobiles
I teach special education, and after reading Little Cloud, we made a cloud mobile. The students used foam 
to make clouds on blue paper. Then we glued blue yarn onto the cloud for raindrops. The students glued 
pictures of the things Little Cloud turned into on the yarn raindrops.  

-Submitted by Linda Dahlstrom
Little Cloud Visits A Classroom
After reading Little Cloud to my first grade students, we imagined the adventures Little Cloud would have 
visiting our classroom. We brainstormed a list of the things he would turn into because he saw them in 
our room, just as he had changed shapes in the book. The children dictated a continuing class story as I 
took notes. The cumulative story was published on my website. The children had fun! 

-Submitted by Diane Cook
My Own Cloud Book
I am teaching Special Education. Each child made a book titled “Student’s Name Cloud Book” with clouds 
on the cover. We did sponge painting and cut our papers into shapes. We also made clouds using cot-
ton balls. Finally, we made shaving cream clouds. Each student compiled his or her artwork into a book. 
The students loved having their very own books. On our final day we made popcorn with an air popcorn 
machine. We pretended they were little clouds!
 -Submitted by Sara Nesheim
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PERFORM
ANCE CONNECTIONS

The Mixed-Up Chameleon Activities

A Great Class Book
I did an activity with the children after reading The Mixed-Up Chameleon. We went around a circle 
and each child made their statement, “I’m as _____ as a ______.” I wrote each sentence on a 
12 x 18 inch piece of paper. The students then drew pictures to go with their statements. In the 
end, we had a great class book. 

-Submitted by Memory Anderson

The Classmate Mix-Up
I used The Mixed-Up Chameleon to 
create a class book of my kindergarten 
students. I took full length pictures 
of my class. After developing them, 
I mounted them onto paper and cut 
them into 3 sections, head, body, and legs. I punched holes in each section and bound the sec-
tions together. The kids had a great time mixing up their friends!!!  

-Submitted by Dawn

Reader’s Theatre Activity
My second grade class read The Mixed-Up Chameleon and did a reader’s theatre. Each student 
chose the page they wanted to act out and created a prop to use for that page. On each page that 
showed the chameleon with a different animal part, the students made that animal part and 
velcroed it to a large chameleon. We performed the reader’s theatre to another class of second 
graders. They had a ball!  

-Submitted by Laura Rimbey

ACTIVITY

Movement Activity
Movement is one of the ways humans communicate with each other. Movement includes creativity, inventiveness, 
energy, shape, space, locomotion and rhythm (reoccurring sound or action). Dance and movement is a way for the 
body to express ideas and emotions. It is often practiced with bare feet so the dancer has a full range of foot move-
ment and can be grounded to the floor. Can your students create a dance or movement- based story inspired by The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar, Little Cloud or The Mixed-Up Chameleon?

LANGUAGE
ARTS

ENGLISH/The following pages of exercises, activities and ideas were submitted by a variety of teach-
ers and parents for use in the classroom with Eric Carle’s book THE MIXED-UP CHAMELEON. 
Adapt them to suit your own needs, or your student’s level of interest and experience. 
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POST-SHOW
 ACTIVITIES

ACTIVITY Technology Tales
There are many ways technology has influence the way we use books. Here are some activities you can use with your students to 
explore Eric Carle’s work:

1. If you have access to a computer or computer lab, you can utilize several difference programs. Many software applications 
have a variety of textures and patterns that can be printed out on paper. The paper can then be torn to create a mixed-up 
chameleon or any number of characters/items from the stories. For more advanced students, the “torn effect” can be 
achieved by layering different textures in irregular patterns. Have fun with it!

2. Have students create their own book using modern technology. You can have them write (and even perform) one on 
their own inspired by Eric Carle.  If in groups, each student may be responsible for a page or chapter in the book. It’s okay if 
the story doesn’t make sense; just encourage students to use their creativity. Remember, not all stories need to contain words. 

3. Afterwards, make sure to discuss how technology influenced the way their books were created. Was this the same 100 
years ago? What would they have done differently if they didn’t have technology?

The Mixed-Up Chameleon Activities
ENGLISH/

I Wish I Had…
I am a first grade bilingual teacher in NY. 
The following is an idea to use with The 
Mixed-Up Chameleon. The students first fin-
ger paint several sheets with various colors 
in an effort to duplicate Carle’s style. All 
sheets are cut up and randomly distributed 
for use with the following activity. First, I 
take pictures of the students (head shots). 
Each student must then choose an animal 
they would like to be and use the frame: 
“I wish I had the _____ of a _____. 
I would live _____ , and I would eat 
_____ .” They then draw a picture for their story and use the photo for the head. We mounted 
the work into a big accordion book, and everyone had a ball! 

-Submitted by Michelle De Luca-Serpenti

The Mixed-Up Kindergarten
After reading The Mixed-Up Chameleon, my kindergarten students made their own book that 
we called “The Mixed-Up Kindergarten.” Each student made their own page in the book. On the 
bottom of their page I typed, “I wish I had _____ like a _____.” I asked them to think of an 
animal and a feature the animal has that they would like to have. I filled in the blanks with their 
responses and they had to draw a picture of themselves with the animal feature that they chose. 

-Submitted by D. Davidson
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POST-SHOW
 ACTIVITIESDISCOVER THIS 

LOCAL RESOURCE

K12/TEJAS Gallery is a regional center for artists, aspiring artists and art patrons to 
connect through art experiences, education, public outreach, collaborative projects and 
gallery exhibitions for children, youth, and adults. These programs include summer art 
camps, fi eld trips, professional exhibitions, workshops, art parties, after school, 
evening and Saturday classes. 

K12 Gallery/TEJAS, a nonprofi t arts organization, and we have recently moved to a new 
location at 341 South Jeff erson Street.  Our new 33,000 square foot space off ers programs 
for youth Pre-K through 6th grade, and our teen and adult studio TEJAS, which off ers 
classes, exhibition and workshops for teens and adults. Here, young people participate 
fully in selecting, mounting, organizing and hanging art.
937-461-5149
http://www.k12gallery.com/  

Creative Curriculum Connections

YOU CAN CREATE A COLLAGE IN THE STYLE OF ERIC CARLE!
“Many people make collages. Artists like Picasso and Matisse and Leo 
Lionni made collages. Many children have done collages at home or 
in their classrooms. I happen to make my collage illustrations using 
painted tissue papers. You might want to try it too!” — Eric Carle
HOW TO PREPARE PAINTED TISSUE PAPERS:
1. Squeeze paint (acrylic, water or poster paint) into a dish, add water 
and stir.
2. Place a single sheet of tissue paper on a clean surface.
3. Paint bold strokes onto the tissue paper. (Hint: lift up tissue paper 
briefl y, so it doesn’t
stick to the surface.) Let it dry on newspapers while working on other 
tissue papers.
4. Apply a second color. Perhaps in wavy blue brush strokes. Again: lift tissue paper and let
it dry on newspapers.
5. Apply a third color. Yellow dots might look nice.
6. Apply a fourth color. Perhaps black painted onto a piece of carpet which can be used to
make textured prints on top of the red, blue, and yellow design.
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Student Worksheet
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RESOURCES
As you can imagine, with Eric Carle’s books being so popular for so long, parents and teachers have a pletho-
ra of “editions” from which to select. The books listed are the basic paperback version. If you are adventurous, 
there are many different editions where students can color on the pages, read along with,  
or even have in the bath! 

Recommended Children’s Books:
The Very Hungry Caterpillar [Paperback], Written & Illustrated by Eric Carle. 2002: Picture Puffin Books.
Little Cloud [Paperback], Written & Illustrated by Eric Carle. 2001 [Reprint edition] : Penguin.
The Mixed-Up Chameleon (paperback), Written & Illustrated by Eric Carle. 1988 [Reprint edition]: Harper Collins.
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?: 40th Anniversary Edition [Paperback], by Bill Martin Jr. 
Illustrated by Eric Carle. 2008. Henry Holt and Co. BYR Paperbacks. 
The Very Busy Spider: A Lift-the-Flap Book (The World of Eric Carle) [Paperback]. Written & Illustrated by 
Eric Carle. 2006. Grosset & Dunlap: ZZZ Edition. 
The Very Quiet Cricket [Paperback]. Written & Illustrated by Eric Carle. 1997. Hamish Hamilton Ltd. 
The Grouchy Ladybug [Paperback], Written & Illustrated by Eric Carle. 1996. HarperCollins. 
The Very Lonely Firefly (Penguin Young Readers, L2) [Paperback]. Written & Illustrated by Eric Carle. 2012. 
Penguin Young Readers. 

Publications for Teachers and Parents (recommended by Eric Carle himself):
Real Toads in Imaginary Gardens: Suggestions & Starting Points for Young Writers; Written by Stephen 
Policoff & Jeffrey Skinner, Ed. by Amy Teschner, (grades 5 and up), Chicago Review, Chicago, IL.
How A Book Is Made. Written and illustrated by Aliki. Harper & Row, New York, NY.
Writing With Pictures: How to Write and Illustrate Children’s Books. Written and illustrated by Uri Shulevitz. 
Watson-Guptill Publications, New York, NY 1994. 
Writing Books for Children. Written by Jane Yolen. The Writer, Inc., Boston, MA.

Websites: 
http://www.eric-carle.com : 
This is the official website for artist and writer Eric Carle. You can access resources, download newsletters, 
find out information about the Eric Carle Museum and much more!
http://www.scbwi.org/ : 
The Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators- The SCBWI acts as a network for the exchange of 
knowledge between writers, illustrators, editors, publishers, agents, librarians, educators, booksellers 
and others involved with literature for young people. 
http://www.carlemuseum.org : 
The mission of The Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art, a non-profit organization in Amherst, MA, is 
to inspire a love of art and reading through picture books. The only full-scale museum of its kind in the 
United States, The Carle collects, preserves, presents, and celebrates picture books and picture book il-
lustrations from around the world. 
http://www.k12gallery.com/ : 
K12/TEJAS Gallery is a regional center for artists, aspiring artists and art patrons to connect through art 
experiences, education, public outreach, collaborative projects and gallery exhibitions for children, youth, 
and adults. These programs include summer art camps, field trips, professional exhibitions, workshops, 
art parties, after school, evening and Saturday classes.



Gary Minyard
Director of Education &Engagement

138 North Main Street
Dayton, OH 45402

BROADWAY CAMP • BACKSTAGE BROADWAY
BROADWAY MASTER CLASSES

Sponsored by The JPMorgan Chase Foundation

BROADWAY
EDUCATION PROGRAMS

ROA

Brought to you by

All schools that receive scholarships for a 

show and/or transportation are asked and 

encouraged to create thank-you letters or 

cards for our sponsors. Please address your 

students’ thank-you notes to:

DISCOVERY Sponsors

c/o Victoria Theatre Association

138 North Main Street

Dayton, OH 45402

All schools that receive scholarships for a 

show and/or transportation are asked and 

encouraged to create thank-you letters or 

DON’T FORGET

The Education & Engagement programs of 
Victoria Theatre Association are made possible through the 
support and commitment of The Frank M. Tait Foundation 
and the following sponsors and donors whose generosity 

have opened the door of live theatre to the students 
of the Miami Valley:

TITLE SPONSOR
The Frank M. Tait Foundation

PROGRAM SPONSORS
The Berry Family Foundation

The Dayton Chapter of The Links, Incorporated
C.H. Dean, Inc. • The Kuntz Foundation • Tridec Technologies, LLC

Anonymous Gifts

EDUCATION INITIATIVE SPONSORED BY
Anonymous Gifts

SUPPORT FOR FUELING EDUCATION IS 
GENEROUSLY PROVIDED BY

Greater Dayton Regional Transit Authority 
The Convenience Stores of Speedway

Founded in 1972, Mermaid Theatre of Nova Scotia’s focus is twofold. 
On the one hand Mermaid’s energetic professional touring theatre for 
family audiences has won international claim for original productions 

with a strong emphasis on puppetry. At the other end of the spectrum, 
Mermaid’s outspoken Youtheatre program is intensely local, as are the 

Institute of Puppetry Arts and Mermaid Theatre Loft Programs. Mermaid 
Theatre is committed to the expansion of its local and regional audi-

ences as well as to maintaining its network of national and international 
presenters. Mermaid’s choice of material is based on the belief that 
young people can benefi t substantially, both in their emotional and 

aesthetic development, from early exposure to literature, the arts, and 
the power of imagination. Mermaid is best known for its unusual mix of 
striking visual images, evocative original music, scripts whose language 
is moderately demanding, and puppets and staging which draw young 
spectators into a world of fantasy and wonder. The company’s creative 

ambition is to produce work which is good theatre - entertaining, 


