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Dayton Christian Homeschool   
Developing an Annual Education Plan (AEP) 

What is an AEP? 
The AEP is a tool that provides a framework from which parents develop lesson 
plans to guide and gauge progress throughout the school year.  This tool will be 

used by the parent, the Academic Advisor, and can even be shared with the student.   
 

The AEP should include: 
Curriculum materials that will be used for each subject. 
The sequence of units, chapters, lessons, or pages for each subject by month 

for the entire year. 
 

What are the Benefits of Developing and Using an AEP? 

The AEP assists the family in setting and accomplishing goals for the school year. It 
helps the family to stay on track with educational objectives.  This plan should 

provide direction, but should not be so rigid that it does not allow for emergencies or 
impromptu learning. 
 

How Should My AEP Look? 
Though all AEPs include the same basic elements, they do not have to be formatted 

in the exact same way.  Formats for the AEP: 

 Chart – This is the most common format and lists subjects by month. 

 Lists 

 Calendars 

 The plan may be hand-written or completed electronically. 
 

How Do I Write the AEP? 
Pray for guidance. 

  Plan to set up your goals according to God's will. 
Be goal oriented.  Set your goals. 
  What are your goals?   

  Are your goals specific or general?   
  Do you want your goals to be rigid or somewhat flexible?   

Prioritize your goals. 
  What do you want or need to emphasize this year? 
Determine what your child needs to learn this year. 

  What subjects will you cover?  
  Do you want to combine some subjects for multiple children? 

What objectives do you want your child to learn? 
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Consider spiritual, social and emotional goals. 

Decide what method of teaching and learning you want to use. 
Determine your learning style and your child’s learning style 

(www.educationplanner.org).  
Do you want to spend a lot of individual time with your child or give him 
independent activities? 

  Do you want to use many visual aids, audio aids, or tactile aids? 
  Do you want to team teach with other families? 

Set your schedule. 
  Make a list of the subjects you will cover. 
  Decide on a beginning date and ending date. 

Remember to plan for holidays, EXCEL days, field trips, and life events. 
Do you want to follow a strict schedule? 

 Do you want to follow a 4-day, 5-day, or 6-day schedule? 

Do you want to follow the same order of subjects each day? 
Do you need to incorporate nap time or activity time for infants or 

toddlers? 
Find a curriculum that fits your style, your child's style, and your goals. 

Do you want to complete your school work in a specific location (i.e. 

schoolroom, kitchen, living room couch, etc.)? 
  Do you want to use scripted curriculum or a loose outline? 

  Do you want to use unit studies? 
  Do you want to combine some subjects for multiple children? 

Do you plan on keeping records or grades? (Recommended for grades 5-

8) 
  Do you know your child’s learning style?  Your teaching style? 

Do you want to overlap some subjects (i.e. writing an essay for English 

and History combined)? 
Plan on visiting the library frequently. 

Divide the curriculum into monthly or weekly chunks for each subject. 
Based on how many teaching days are determined for each month, 
divide the units, chapters, or lessons accordingly.   

Some subjects such as Science, History, or Geography do not need to be 
completed sequentially.  You may plan these subjects according to 

themes covered in other subjects. 
Some subjects may not need to be taught everyday (i.e. Health, Science, 
Social Studies). 

Decide on a format for the AEP and begin filling it out one subject 
at a time. 

Choose hand-written or electronic version. 

Use a spreadsheet or text document to complete your AEP. 
Make a copy for yourself, your Academic Advisor, and perhaps your 

child. 
An option is to include a brief description of topics or skills to be 
emphasized in each chapter. 

http://www.educationplanner.org/
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Helpful Tips for Planning at Various Grade Levels 

 

 Bible and character development are the most crucial pieces in your child’s 

training.  In addition to specific daily study, they should permeate and 
support every other area of the curriculum.  (Grades K-8) 

 Math (Grades K-8) is typically one lesson per day, unless the student needs 
extra time or less time on a particular lesson. 

 Spelling (Grades 1-8) is usually one lesson per week.  A spelling curriculum 
is not provided for grades 7-8 by DCSS.  Word lists may be obtained from 

sources that you deem appropriate (i.e. Quizlet, frequently misspelled words, 
vocabulary words, etc.). 

 Grammar and Composition (Grades 2-8) involve important skills which are 

developed over many years.  Grammar is often broken into lessons and 
composition involves daily/weekly writing assignments, such as essays, letters, 

and book reports.  Plan to write with your child and teach him or her writing 
skills, not just give writing assignments.  Plan to use written assignments in 

other subjects to develop these skills. 

 Science / Health / Social Studies (Grades 1-8) are already divided into 

units.  Decide which units should be emphasized and how much time to 
spend on each one.  You are not required to complete every unit in every 

book, but remember to provide a full and well-rounded program.  You may 
follow the order of the book or reorganize the units for your schedule.  It is not 
necessary to do both science and social studies every day, especially in the 

lower grades. Consider block scheduling. 

 Kindergarten – The Bob Jones curriculum provided by DCSS includes daily 

lessons that encompass reading, language, science, and social studies.  You 
may supplement with additional science or social studies as desired.  
Bible and Math are formatted into daily lessons and are also provided by 

DCSS. 

 Grade 1 – Language Arts distributed by DCSS is published by Bob Jones.  It 

is structured into one reading / language arts lesson per day. 

 Kindergarten – Grade 1 – It is wise to introduce writing activities, such as 

writing together, dictation, and drawing & labeling pictures.   

 Multi-age teaching – some curriculums, Sonlight, My Father’s World, Mystery 

of History and others, combine multiple ages and multiple subjects in 
instruction. Consider combining children for History, Bible or Science 
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Additional Tips 

 

 Your AEP is subject to change as you work through your school year.  It is OK 

to make adjustments.  Continue good communication with your Academic 
Advisor as you modify your plan.   

 Consider other activities and spiritual, emotional, and social goals that you 
may have for your child outside of the typical “school subjects”.  Ask your 

child for input as well.  You may want to include these as an extra page of 
your AEP. 

 It is important to teach your child organizational and study skills. 

 If you are not sure about your teaching style or your child’s learning style, 

contact your Curriculum Coordinator.   

 Homeschool students can get as “antsy” as classroom students, especially 

around holidays or major life events such as a new baby.  Try to plan lessons 
and doses of patience accordingly. 

 Relax and enjoy this wonderful calling on your life!  God will equip you for 

what He has called you to do.  God is so good.  Philippians 4:13 

 

  

Micro Steps for Developing an AEP 

 
 
Once you have set your goals, selected the curricula, and set your schedule, it is 

time to plan each subject for the year. 
1. Using a calendar, plan how many teaching days you have each month.   Re-

member to exclude EXCEL days, field trip days, holidays, and any other days 

that will cause you to miss doing lessons. Be realistic. 

2. Divide the lessons accordingly.  For example, if August has 16 teaching days, 

you will probably want to cover lessons 1 – 16 in math or other subjects that 

plan for one lesson per day.  Lessons can be combined.  

3. Choose your first subject and plan each month.  If the subject is divided into 

one lesson per day, your job is relatively easy.  Just determine how many 

learning/teaching days there are those months and plan for one lesson per 

day.  For subjects that are divided into units or chapters, you may plan ac-

cording to how many days per week there are or how hard you want to work 

during each month.  (Some people may slow down or speed up during Decem-

ber.) Some subjects are planned for you in the teacher’s manual; copy the 

schedule and add dates. 
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